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Synopsis

From the award-winning translator ofA The lliadA andA The OdysseyA comes a brilliant new
translation of Virgil's great epicFleeing the ashes of Troy, Aeneas, Achillesa ™ mighty foe in

theA lliad, begins an incredible journey to fulfill his destiny as the founder of Rome. His voyage will
take him through stormy seas, entangle him in a tragic love affair, and lure him into the world of the
dead itself--all the way tormented by the vengeful Juno, Queen of the Gods. Ultimately, he reaches
the promised land of Italy where, after bloody battles and with high hopes, he founds what will
become the Roman empire. An unsparing portrait of a man caught between love, duty, and fate,
theA AeneidA redefines passion, nobility, and courage for our times. Robert Fagles, whose
acclaimed translations of Homera ™sA lliadA andA OdysseyA were welcomed as major publishing
events, brings theA AeneidA to a new generation of readers, retaining all of the gravitas and
humanity of the original Latin as well as its powerful blend of poetry and myth. Featuring an
iluminating introduction to Virgila ™s world by esteemed scholar Bernard Knox, this volume lends a
vibrant new voice to one of the seminal literary achievements of the ancient world.For more than
seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,700A titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust theA series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary

authors, as well as up-to-dateA translations by award-winning translators.
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Customer Reviews

Publius Vergilius Maro was commisioned by Caesar Augustus to author a national epic for Rome.
The work which Virgil composed for this purpose was the Aeneid. It is an epic poem that tells the
story of a minor character from Homer’s lliad who leads a rag-tag band from the smouldering ruins
of Troy in order to found a "New Troy" to the west: Rome. It is in the Aeneid, not the lliad (as most
people who have not read the works tend to believe) that we see the spectacle of the Trojan Horse
& the famous line "l do not trust Greeks bearing gifts." The lliad ends with the death of Hektor -
before the plan of the Trojan Horse is devised by Odysseus. The Odyssey picks up after the sack of
Troy. The Aeneid fills in the gaps & narrates the story of the few Trojans who escape the wrath of
the Greeks. According to legend, Romulus & Remes (the two brothers who eventually founded the
city itself) were descendents of Aeneas. As is usual, Fitzgerald’s translation is top notch. | have read
Mandelbaum’s rendition as well & much prefer Mr. Fitzgerald. The book also contains a useful
glossary & postscript which help elucidate the allusions to Hannibal & Cleopatra which the Romans
of Virgil's day would have picked up right away, but which might be unfamiliar to modern day
readers. Also, it is HIGHLY recommended that one read the lliad & the Odyssey before embarking
on Virgil's work. [...] But, for a quick answer: the reason that Juno (Hera in the Greek) has a
vendetta against Aeneas is due to the fact that he is Trojan. This all derives from the judgment of
Paris when Juno was "jilted" by the bribe that Aphrodite offered Paris (also a Trojan).
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